Newry 2020

TRANSFORMING THE
ALBERT BASIN INTO
A City park for the
people Of newry

The people of Newry
deserve a city park.
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why a park?
By reclaiming this rundown area in the centre of our city and developing it into a state of
the art city centre park, Newry will demonstrate that it is a forward looking and vibrant
community, willing to take the lead in urban regeneration in the 21st century.
Although Newry has a proud history of dynamic neighbourhood community organisations,
it could be argued that the city as a whole needs to assert its unique identity.
A city park will address this issue by creating a shared space for ALL the people of
Newry - regardless of background, age, ability and neighbourhood – and connecting the
community through lifestyle, sport, arts, heritage, culture and the environment.

Newry Is
The Only
City In
Ireland
That Does
Not Have
A City Park

CORE DESIGN VALUES
A GREEN LUNG FOR NEWRY
The park will be a green lung for a city whose air quality unfortunately is amongst the worst
in Ireland.

AGE INCLUSIVE
The park will cater for all ages - the very young, adolescents, adults and the elderly.

ACCESSIBLE
The location of the park, close to the city centre, means people of all abilities will be able to
use the park without needing to have access to a car.

CAR-FREE
Newry is dominated by motor vehicles. Apart from essential service vehicles the park will be
car-free.

MAXIMISING GREEN SPACE
The layout of the site means that any large structure and associated car parking would have
a disproportionate impact. Following the green lung principle there will be as much green
space as possible.

maximising
green
space

A DESTINATION OF CHOICE
HEALTH, FITNESS AND WELL BEING.
• Walking, running and cycling on marked, traffic free trails
• Exercising at the outdoor gym
• A dedicated skateboarding area
• Canoe hire - to explore the canal, for example to the Victoria Lock
• Cycle hire - to explore both the Great Eastern Greenway and the Newry Canal Towpath
• A state of the art adventure playground for children and a children's maze
• A unique woodland wildlife sanctuary, providing a retreat from the stress and pressures of
modern urban living
• Dedicated points for angling on one of the finest fishing waters in Europe

A LEGACY
FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS

EDUCATION
• We will create the only woodland in the world that contains every native Irish species of
tree. These will be underplanted with endangered species of Irish flora.
• There will be discreet signage setting out the part played by each species in Irish myth,
legend and folklore.
• This woodland has the strong support of both the Woodland Trust and the Tree Council
of Ireland.
• The woodland will provide a wonderful habitat for wildlife and give visitors the
opportunity to see both animals and birds at close quarters.
• The Albert Basin is steeped in a history that goes back many hundreds of years and there
will be a Heritage Centre illustrating and explaining that history.
• The Centre will also contain a waterfront cafe/restaurant.

THE PERFORMING ARTS
• There will be a spectacular outdoor events arena, surrounded on three sides by the waters
of the historic canal

Newry has long been
known as “the Gateway
to the North”, but it is
also perfectly sited to
access the Mournes, the
Cooleys and the Ring
of Gullion. The park will
also be the meeting
point of the Great
Eastern Greenway
and the Newry Canal
Towpath.

OUR COMMON GOALS
THE COUNCIL'S CORPORATE PLAN, 2015-2019.
4 Proud of our past. Building our future together.
4 Making the District a premier tourist destination.
4 Supporting improved health and wellbeing outcomes.
4 Leading the regeneration of our urban areas.
4 Empowering and improving the capacity of our communities.
4 An increase in the number of visitors to the District with a corresponding increase
in visitor spend.
4 Investment in facilities and programmes to encourage healthier lifestyles.
4 The regeneration of our towns.
4 Local communities that are energised, empowered as well as actively engaged around
the issues that are important to them.

“Our vision is that our district is, or grows to be a place”
4 That is attractive to visit and do business.
4 Where people and communities can unlock their enterprising spirit as well as play their
part in in contributing to its social and economic development.
4 That facilitates and encourages healthy lifestyles.
4 That offers a good quality of life for young and old, especially those groups who may
need more support than others.
4 With a protected natural environment that can be enjoyed today, but in a way that is
sustained for future generations.

The Park At
The Albert
Basin Will
Help The
Council
Achieve
Their Aims
As Set Out
In The
Corporate
Plan
2015-2019

“Everyone should have
the right to easily
accessible open spaces,
just as they have a right
to clean water.”
- Richard Rogers
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WHO ARE NEWRY 2020?
Newry 20/20 is a cross community group whose members have a wide range of interests
that include music, heritage, inland waterways, ecology, urban sports, art and angling.
What we have in common is a passionate belief that Newry has the potential to be even
more than it is - more than just a great shopping destination – a place that people want to
live in, work in, visit and enjoy.
To that end Newry 2020 members have organised two very successful annual festivals - the
Iur Cinn Fleadh music festival and the equally successful Festival of Windows.

Realising
the
City's
Potential

Newry remains the only city in Ireland that does not have a park worthy of the name.
Newry 2020's flagship project is therefore to create a state of the art city centre park on
the Albert Basin site.
We want the people of Newry to collectively reimagine and reinvent this abandoned
space into an exciting and vibrant destination - a waterfront development that capitalises
on the local community's assets, while highlighting the physical, cultural and social attributes
that define our city.

An impression of how
the park could look.

DREAM IT
PLAN IT
BUILD IT

sign the petition at

newry2020.com/petition
For further information
email: info@newry2020.com

